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• Plants: 

• Heracleum spp.

• Rosa rugosa

• Lupinus polyphyllus

• Animals: 

• Chinese raccoon dog

• American mink

• Signal grayfish

Chinese raccoon dog
Nyctereutes procyonoides
Photo: PA

Background
Serious threats



IAS strategy
development

• Development of IAS 
strategy was large and 
rather long lasting
operation. 

• The work was co-
ordinated by the ministry
of forestry and agriculture

Western skunk cabbage
Lysichiton americanus
Photo: Viekas -project



• All relevant stakeholders were
invitied to prepare the strategy

Falolw deer
Dama dama
Photo: PA



• The Government 
Resolution on Finland’s 
National Strategy on 
Invasive Alien Species was 
adopted on 15 March 
2012.

Grey squirrel
Sciurus carolinensis
- Not in FI, but in many

locations in EU
Photo: PA



The main findings during
IAS strategy work

• According to estimates by experts, in the 
beginning of 2011 there were a total of 
157 IAS permanently established in 
Finland which cause clearly identifiable, 
direct or indirect damage. A significant 
share of these species (108 species) are 
agricultural and forestry species. 

• Of the remaining species 5 occur in the 
territorial waters of Finland in the Baltic 
Sea, 5 in inland waters, 6 are land 
vertebrates, 24 are plant species and 9 
are indoor pests. 

• In addition, about 123 species not native 
to Finland to be monitored or which may 
be locally harmful were identified.

Red Deer

Cervus elaphus

- Once introduced in FI -> extinct, 

but now arriving from Sweden

Photo: PA



Objective of IAS 
strategy

• The objective of the National 
Strategy on Invasive Alien 
Species (IAS) is to reduce the 
damages and risks caused by 
invasive species to the 
Finnish nature, sustainable 
utilisation of natural 
resources and livelihoods.

• The aim is to take action at 
the earliest stage possible 
with a view to combat 
invasive alien species 
because this is the most 
effective and far less costly 
approach to prevent 
damages caused by IAS.

Himalayan balsam

Impatiens glandulifera

Photo: Viekas -project



Outcome of the IAS strategy

The Action Plan of Finland’s National Strategy on Invasive Alien 
Species puts forward 16 different types of measures. These 
include 

1. comprehensive legislation on IAS, 

2. establishing an expert body to monitor and promote the 
actions in IAS, 

3. introducing publicity and training measures concerning IAS, 

4. setting up a national IAS portal, 

5. and creating a system for early warning 

6. and monitoring of IAS. 
Brown marmorated stink bug
Halyomorpha halys
Photo: PA



7. The objectives of the Action 
Plan also include setting up a 
national risk assessment 
system for IAS,

8. increasing research on IAS, 
especially related to risk 
assessments, 

9. preparations to prevent the 
entry of IAS to Finland 

10. and to launch rapid 
measures against IAS already 
present in the country, 11. as 
well as encouraging voluntary 
action by citizens to prevent 
IAS. 

Rose-ringed parakeet
Psittacula krameri

Photo: PA



12.   As set out in the Action Plan, 

13.   funding mechanisms for preventing

IAS are developed while 

14.   ensuring that IAS do not spread

across borders through Finland

15. and that Finland also participates in 
international action to combat IAS. 

16. In addition, a set of targeted 

measures are taken to prevent

damage caused by IAS in the Baltic Sea

and inland waters and by alien land

vertebrates and land plants.

White-tailed deer
Odocoileus virginianus
Photo: PA



Responsible authorities
Ministry of Forestry and 
agriculture

• Responsible minstry for IAS 
questions – but closely co-
operating with the ministry of 
Environment

The Finnish Advisory Board for 
Invasive Alien Species

• The Finnish Advisory Board for 
Invasive Alien Species, 
appointed by the Council of 
State, is Finland’s national 
expert body in matters 
concerning invasive alien 
species. Its key tasks include 
following the implementation 
of the invasive alien species 
legislation and awareness 
raising of the impacts and 
management measures 
concerning invasive alien 
species.

Chipmunks
Eutamias spp. 
- Not yet in FI, but in several

locations in EU
Photo: PA



Municipalities and Regional
Environment Centres
• Legal role and responsibility to 

act in the area(s)

Finnish Food authority (EVIRA)
• Special role in some critical

cases (listed in the strategy)

Researsh institutes (SYKE, LUKE) 
and Natural History Museum
(LUOMUS)
• Provide expert services, advices

and other help for the other
responsible authorities

Turtles

Trachemys spp., 

for example.

Photo: PA



Links to some relevant
Documents

Legislation of alien species
• The EU Regulation 1143/2014

• Act of Managing the Risk Caused by Alien 
Species (1709/2015)

• Government Decree on Managing the Risk Caused by 
Alien Species (704/2019)

See also
• Finland's National Strategy on Invasive Alien Species

• Management plan to prevent invasive alien species II

• Management plan to prevent invasive alien species I

Marsh frog

Pelophylax ridibundus

Photo: PA

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2014:317:FULL&from=EN
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/2015/en20151709
https://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/2019/en20190704.pdf
https://www.vieraslajit.fi/fi/content/finlands-national-strategy-invasive-alien-species
https://vieraslajit.fi/sites/default/files/IAS%20Management%20plan%20Pathways%20analysis%20and%20action%20plan%202019_0.pdf
https://mmm.fi/documents/1410837/13738888/TEH0003433_Hallintasuunnitelma+I+haitallisten+vieraslajien+torjumiseksi_13.3.2018-EN-B+%28002%29.pdf/6168818f-deac-5d6a-9470-853a87ca3be1/TEH0003433_Hallintasuunnitelma+I+haitallisten+vieraslajien+torjumiseksi_13.3.2018-EN-B+%28002%29.pdf.pdf


IAS strategy

Invasive Alien Species in 
Finland | Vieraslajit.fi

Spanish slug

Arion vulgaris

Photo: PA

https://vieraslajit.fi/fi/content/invasive-alien-species-finland


Socioeconomical questions

Some species are valuable prey 
for the hunters

Canadian goose
Branta canadiensis
Photo: PA



”When the train has
already left from the
station…”

• In many cases alien
species have already too
large distribution or
population size to be
destroyed -> no realistic
ways to remove any more. 
But still there is oftena
need to control
population size to avoid
harmfull effects.  European rabbit

Oryctolagus cuniculus

Photo: PA



Marine areas (Baltic 
sea)

• Aquatic, marine speries are  
usually  not possible to remove 
and even any activities to control 
aquatic marine IAS are rather 
hopeless.

• Most important activity to avoid 
IAS in marine areas is to  increase 
awareness of people and try to 
block new species to arrive in the 
sea area.  

Tiger skud
Gammarus tigrinus
Photo: Katriina Könönen



Citizen Science based 
Portal for IAS

• Invasive Alien Species in Finland 
| Vieraslajit.fi

• Supported by the visibility in 
several other projects

• In general, role of visibility is very
important! 

Cow Parsnip
Heracleum spp.
Photo: Viekas -project

https://vieraslajit.fi/fi/content/invasive-alien-species-finland


What can we actually 
do? 

• Increase common understanding
on IAS

• Implement IAS strategy

• Establish additional actions (LIFE 
projects, for example), to reduse
negative impacts of IAS

• Co-operate with all relevant
stakeholders! 

Rhododendron Leafhopper

Graphocephala fennahi

Photo: PA



Some examples of 
Projects

Life project: 

• Viekas- LIFE: Vieraslajit

Projects implemented by schools:

• Vieraslajiprojekti - LYKE-verkosto 
(luontokoulut.fi)

• MAPPA luettelokortti: 
Vieraslajiprojekti

Project in a municipality

• Vieraslajistrategia Kouvolassa : 
pilottihankkeena jättiputki 
(theseus.fi)

Palaemon elegans
Photo: 

https://viekas.laji.fi/
https://www.luontokoulut.fi/materiaalit/vieraslajiprojekti/?lang=en
https://mappa.fi/luettelokortti/1764
https://www.theseus.fi/handle/10024/73184


Thank you ! 

Youg Chinese raccoon dogs
Photo: PA



Field hare
Lepus europeus
Photo: PA



Muskrat
Ondatra zibethicus
Photo: PA


